
	  

	  

April 21, 2014 
Of Turnip Trucks, Cracks & Crackpots 

There are no ‘cracks’ for these children to ‘fall through’ as if the system was overall 
sound and well-run, based on educated policies and practices, with only rare 
incidents and occurrences that could not be foreseen.  

These children are being tortured, raped and abused, on the rez and throughout the 
nation, by the system that practices willful blindness, and learns nothing from its 
mistakes, nor the hundreds of deaths of children every year.  

There are only crackpots and ignorant/greedy politicians whose only goal is to climb 
their political ladders, and mindlessly groom the corruption that fails the children, and 
all of us, more and more each year.  

These children are being shoved into a system that has no intention of protecting 
them or keeping them safe.  They are being kicked down elevator shafts and the 
doors closing behind them, quickly, so their screams are not heard and their voices 
never counted.  

Bureaucratic incompetence, apathy, and evil in the system that is bent towards 
protecting those who harm them as well as capitalizing on their plight, supported by 
our tax dollars and answerable to no one.  

When JooYeung Chang, “Call me Joo” said she was trying to understand “why the 
system isn’t working,” I gave her and her Just-fell-Off-The-Turnip-Truck act a pass 
because she had only been with the agency (ACF) for six months and that’s not 
nearly enough time to grasp that children being raped is a crime, much less how 
criminal it has been that not a single Federal Agency, including hers,  has done 
anything to investigate or push other agencies to investigate these crimes.  

In fact, Call Me Joo was probably unaware that her own Agency was interfering and 
preventing a Federally Mandated Reporter from issuing any further Mandated 
Reports, and how not a single one of the several hundred reports of rape and child 
rapes have been investigated by any Federal Agency on Spirit Lake Rez.  Further, 
none of the abuses has been investigated, with rare exception, by any Federal 
Agency (all of which have jurisdiction, mind you, the protocol is clear) have 
investigated the abuses nor the blatant corruption that has led up to the rampant 
abuses.  Stop the reports, muzzle the reporter and the crimes no longer exist.   

Joo was ‘new’.  Or so it seemed. She had just fallen off that Turnip Truck and was 
only trying to help, and really did not understand what is obvious to everyone except 
her and the ACF.  (I think it’s a fair bet that all my readers know that child rape is a 
crime and that protecting the abusers and the corrupt who participate in that crime is 
also a crime. Let me know if I’m wrong about any of you, k?) Just not New Joo.  
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The Omnibus Bill (pg. 21) signed into law earlier this year, clearly states that it is the 
responsibility of the Federal Government to protect these children – specifically, the 
Children of Spirit Lake Nation Reservation.  

And yet, there was the entire array of ACF Leadership sitting at that table at that 
meeting last week: McMullen, Kennerson, Sparks, & Turnip Truck Joo, each denying 
their responsibility and falsely stating that it was the responsibility of the State and 
Tribal Governments.  Apparently, they not only make up laws as they see fit, but 
they also ignore laws as suits them.  

It was as if they were completely unaware of that Ominibus Bill and it’s particular 
reference to the Children of Spirit Lake Reservation.  Trust me, when that Bill was 
signed by President Obama, a flurry of worry blew through the ACF like a zephyr, 
tossing papers and making eyes water, hatching more CYA (cover your ass) 
scenarios than Easter has Bunnies.   

So now the ACF not only chooses to ignore the Omnibus Bill and its specifics to 
these children, they also choose to ignore their own agency Mission Statement 
which includes their obligation to make children safe. 

Then I learn that not only did Joo not fall off the Turnip Truck, she had been, 
essentially, one of the ones driving it.  She was far, FAR from unfamiliar with the 
system and its failures, she was in a leadership role at Casey Family Programs, 
making sure that it failed.  

For those unfamiliar with Casey Family Foundation, and I admit I was in the dark 
about who they were, and how much influence they have had over all of the nation’s 
Social Services Agencies, at every level, they are a Mega Dollar tax exempt 
enterprise that purports to advise governments at all levels, on policy, practices & 
procedures for Child Protection--- based solely on think tank theory, ideals without 
follow up or foundation, that have been one of the major reasons so many child 
protective agencies are so dysfunctional.  

That they took an interest in Child Protective Services, with greatest focus on Foster 
Care, sounds good, right? The founder of UPS is the one that came across this 
visionary idea…this is his family’s foundation and their programs.  Sounds good, 
right? Philanthropic even? Noble? Generous? Been in place since 1966.  

Except that the ideas are deeply flawed, and children have been put at greater and 
greater risk everywhere these Programs are instituted, and the organization, as 
evidenced by Joo’s comments “I’m trying to understand why this system isn’t 
working” shows that nothing has been learned by anyone in that organization, even 
as it has caused tens of thousands  of children to be without protection from their 
rapists and abusers, and hundreds of them murdered every year in ways so 
grotesque we can’t wrap our minds around it.  
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The system isn’t working because there is no investigation, no follow-up in cases of 
extreme abuse.  It isn’t working because of a policy such as the one put in place in 
Florida and elsewhere, that works to protect the family as a unit first and foremost, 
with no regard for the danger to the children—as the evidence clearly shows.  A 
system that only requires an abuser, a rapist, to sign a note or just make a promise 
to never do that again, is sufficient to close the file, delete the history, close the 
case, and then when it happens again, with no history to show it is repeat offenses 
or multiple offenses, the only requirement is that they promise never to do that 
again, and again, and again until those children are so damaged or murdered that 
we are horrified by the results and have no clue how it could have gotten that bad.  

Casey Family is able to have this kind of influence over all levels of government, 
from local to State to Federal because of the corrupt practices of appointing political 
friends and cronies to these top positions, rather than those most qualified by 
education and experience in the field, as evidenced by the head of the ACF having 
her position based solely on her background in child welfare “as being a foster 
parent”.  

(Can you imagine how many planes would fall out of the sky every day if the FAA 
hired only political cronies with no real education or experience? Whose only 
‘qualification’ or ‘background’ in aeronautics was that they bought a plane ticket 
once? If only children, their safety and well-being was as important to our 
government as Commercial Airliners.) 

People without the education and qualifications to hold these top positions are 
always threatened by those below them who are eminently more qualified by virtue 
of their education in the field and their experience on the job, as evidenced by Ms. 
McMullen’s taking pride in being “Tom Sullivan’s Boss’s Boss” and able to obstruct 
him and prevent him from making any more Mandated Reports, despite the fact that 
even more children are being raped and abused while she plays CYA.  She hasn’t a 
clue as to what is needed to keep children safe.   

She waited 22 months to call a meeting of a handful of the many Mandated 
Reporters who have filed reports of extreme abuse, sexual abuse of these children.  
She was in no hurry.  And then she arrives only to state that she is essentially 
concerned with funding issues, and that her department has no capacity to 
investigate individual cases of abuse… and then Kennerson also, who follows the 
same script was asking for the individual names on a list of the children who were 
abused 2 years ago!  For what? If she can’t investigate, she is not allowed to have 
their names. It would be a violation of HIPAA Laws and she should know that.  

Twenty-two months is hardly the kind of wait time one would expect as a response 
to urgent crisis reports of child rapes and rampant abuse.  But that is how these 
agencies operate because they have no one competent enough to run them.  And 
because they lack competency, the willingly accept anything the Casey Foundation 
presents to fill the vacuum left by their incompetency, and without even the common 
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sense to perceive the gaps and flaws these half-baked programs institute, of course 
they are mystified as to why the system isn’t working!  They cannot even understand 
that it is NOT working, much less what to do about it.  

And those below them, who clearly see that it is not working and why, are told to 
shut up.  

The heads of these agencies, throughout the entire nation, are appointed.  They 
don’t rise up through the ranks, and they don’t have extensive studies and degrees 
in the field. They rise up on the coat tails of politicians they help get elected.  

We are now into the second and third generation of Casey Family Programs that 
have failed not only the kids, but which have drained funding away from those 
children and into the Casey Foundation coffers, fattening up their paychecks and 
giving them more political power and influence as they continue on.   

We only have the records, so far, for the ANNIE E. CASEY FOUNDATION.  

There is also the Eugene B. Casey Foundation and the Marguerite Casey 
Foundation.  

Numbers 

The financial statement for the ANNIE E. CASEY FOUNDATION for the years 2011 
& 2012 show a few interesting facts: 

2012     2011 

$111+ Million in grants  $124+Million in grants 

 $ 53+ Million invested in UPS $  56+ Million invested in UPS 

Kind of sweet to be able to have enough grant money coming in that you can turn 
around and reinvest that into your own company’s stocks, isn’t it?  

The premise of the Casey Foundation was to be able to help states better deal with 
Foster Care and children in the system. It’s obvious to me that it is a vehicle by 
which the Founder of UPS and his family can drain hundreds of millions of tax 
dollars out of our government programs and reinvest a large chunk of that back into 
their company.   

The promise to states is that they will ‘save money’ by following these practices and 
procedures that leave children in the most horrific, diabolically evil environments.  
And, indeed it does as it is less costly, in the short term, to bury a child than to 
rescue them and provide a safe environment for them.  The long-term however, it 
costs us many times more in that we are all left to deal with the human wreckage, 
now multiple generations of it, that raise children into adults, into parents 
themselves, that know nothing except violence, pain, anger, rage and a system 
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wherein the laws against child rape mean nothing, regardless of who reports it, who 
knows about it, and nothing is done.   

Children who have no chance of rescue from such violence do not become 
contributing, productive members of society.  They fill our jails and prisons.  They 
break into our homes and cars, rob our businesses to feed their addictions. They 
become violent and they become the evil that was done to them.  

It costs on average, $167K per year to house an inmate in New York . The cost of 
housing federal prisoners continues to rise as well: $21K per prisoner in that system, 
and that is a conservative cost estimate because it does not factor in the maximum 
security prisons, nor the costs of probation, half-way houses, nor does it factor in the 
cost of their health care and court costs.  Nor does it include the costs of those 
crimes to our society, in general.  

Think about this: The United States incarcerates more of its citizens than any other 
nation on the planet. “WE’RE NUMBER ONE!.   

Who Do We Rely On? 

As we continue to fail to even hold accountable those in office, the elected and those 
incompetent that they appoint, we are increasing the crime rates and the viciousness 
of crimes and that affects ALL of us.  

Do we really want someone at the top of any agency who sees her job as solely 
shoveling out money and silencing reports of abuse to children?  

Do we really need or want some Casey Family Programs, half-baked, unrealistic and 
without real world foundational principles of learning from the errors contained 
therein, to continue to be the ones to advise the incompetent appointees?  Wouldn’t 
our tax dollars be better spent elsewhere? Like, on providing good homes for these 
children? Safety? Refuge? Fixing the Foster Care system that Casey Family and 
incompetent appointees have been breaking?  How about on more law enforcement 
actually investigating reports of child rape, both on the rez and in a neighborhood 
near you?  

Government seems to think that they can appoint anyone, regardless of how 
qualified or unqualified they are, to key positions in government such as ACF, 
because they rely on Foundations such as Casey Families, to institute the policies 
and practices.  No brains required.  

Whatever ‘cost savings’ the Policies and Practices of Casey Foundation purports to 
generate in states where it is implemented blindly, is more than wiped out by the 
cost of rising crime, social insecurity and the high cost of incarcerating more of our 
population than any other country in the world… yes, that includes Iraq and Iran and 
even China.  
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It’s a failed experiment in cost cutting and ‘family saving’ that has been going on for 
generations and has been failing more than it has been succeeding. It is the way 
someone as dense as George Sheldon, when he was head of Florida’s DCF was 
able to only count less than half of the murdered children in his statistics, listing only 
69 of them when there was well over 110-140, and then declare that he was never 
aware of the depth of the problem.   

Casey Family has, these past two years, decided to wean themselves out of the 
Child Protection racket and promote themselves more and more as the grant writers 
for other foundations that want to implement their same failed practices. Like a virus, 
they have now decided to mutate into several different forms and spread even 
further throughout the system, infecting every level with different names of different 
foundations, all using the same formulas, and all of them taking government dollars.  

Those dollars should be going directly to the services needed for the children without 
all the political self-congratulatory centipede that keeps adding more and more to 
itself at the cost of the safety and well-being of children.  

Preserving the family at the cost of the child is giving us a society wherein our prison 
population is out pacing every other nation on the planet, and our crime rates are 
soaring both in destructiveness and levels of violence and sadism upon the victims.  

This is what a failed system looks like. And with those in charge of it unable to see 
that it is failing, unable to learn from the mistakes that cost children their lives, and 
seeking only to silence those who are more qualified by education and experience to 
explain it to them, we can expect only more and worse to come.  

If ACF is only about funding all these other agencies and foundations such as Casey 
Family, then we don’t need the ACF. We don’t need to spend hundreds of billions a 
dollars a year on an agency who only wants to write checks to other agencies and 
ignore, even silence anyone in their ranks who dares report that the system is failing 
and how, and why.  All we need is a giant checkbook and one person to write those 
checks out to whomever wants the cash, much or most of which will go to buying the 
stock of that founder’s company, or to political payoffs in one form or another 
anyway.   

Let’s not call it Administration for Children & Families. Let’s call it Political Payroll.  
After all, they have no interest in stemming the tide of corruption, or of being good 
stewards of the millions that they give out to any agency or organization.  Least of 
all, do they give a flying crap about those kids whose stories appear on those 13 
Mandated Reports--- not a single one of which has ever been investigated.  

Gee, Joo… *scratching my head* I wonder why the system isn’t working? You had a 
leadership role in that Foundation, and now you can’t figure out why it isn’t working? 
How long have you been telling yourself that it was working? Or did you ever care 
enough to actually look and see? 
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Willful Blindness 

Completing the “Willful Ignorance” Set is Marilyn Kennerson, head of the Children’s 
Bureau.  Her $11 Billion budget should require she be at least able to read, wouldn’t 
you think? You already saw the comic sans, misspelled email which her assistant 
sent to summon Betty Jo to the meeting that was only 22 months late in happening.  

Betty Jo sent her and the others an email in which she asks specifically (again) for 
Kennerson and the others, to explain their statement about the State and the Tribe 
being solely responsible for the protection of the children on Spirit Lake when it 
clearly states in the Ominibus Bill signed by Obama, that the Federal Government is 
responsible for their protection. Betty Jo clearly pointed out that the Omnibus Bill 
stated that it was FEDERAL Responsibility. Not State. Not Tribal. Federal. Which 
makes the identical statements from McMullen, Kennerson, Sparks & Chang that it 
was State & Tribal, a little disconnected from what is the FACT in this case. 

Then again, we have seen Kennerson not recognize a ‘fact’ or ‘several facts’ when 
presented to her, recently, so maybe it is an impairment of some sort--- which is no 
doubt why she was appointed to the position she was, in charge of more than $11 
Billion Budget.  

Betty Jo Krenz’s email: 

From: Betty Jo Krenz 
Date: Tuesday, April 15, 2014 3:36 PM 
To: <JooYeun.Chang@acf.hhs.gov>, <marilyn.kennerson@acf.hhs.gov> 
Cc: Molly McDonald, 
 "Mcmullen, Marrianne (ACF)" <Marrianne.McMullen@acf.hhs.gov> 
Joanne Streifel  
Subject: question 
 
Good Afternoon Ladies 
 
You ladies answered my question clearly about the responsibility of the 
children of spirit Lake being a state and tribal responsibility. I am a bit 
confused about this as it clearly stated in the bill signed by President Obama 
that the tribal social services is to answer to the federal government: 
 
Spirit Lake Tribe Social Services: The omnibus includes language authored 
by Hoeven requiring the Bureau of Indian Affairs to report to the House and 
Senate committees of jurisdiction on the progress of its efforts and the 
adequacy of child placement and judicial review by the tribe and the BIA. The 
Secretary is directed to take all necessary steps to ensure that children at the 
Spirit Lake Reservation are placed in safe and secure homes. 

 
This clearly states the responsibilities are a federal issue at this time….. 
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Can somebody please help me understand this. 
 
Thank you for your help. 

Betty Jo Krenz 

Kennerson was the only one to respond, the others were all away from the office for 
a couple of weeks.  Kennerson is an idiot. That’s all I can really surmise from her 
response.  

From: "Kennerson, Marilyn (ACF)" <marilyn.kennerson@acf.hhs.gov> 
Date: April 18, 2014 at 12:42:37 PM CDT 
To: Betty Krenz  
Cc: Molly McDonald "Mcmullen, Marrianne (ACF)" 
<Marrianne.McMullen@acf.hhs.gov>,  
 Joanne Streifel < "Chang, Joo Yeun(ACF)" <JooYeun.Chang@acf.hhs.gov> 
Subject: RE: question 
 
Hello Ms. Krenz (Betty Jo)- 
  
Thanks for your recent email and for taking the time to share your perspective 
with us on April 9th.  Of course, Joo Yeun Chang, Lillian Sparks Robinson, 
and I all received your email and I will be your point of contact for any future 
questions you may have.   

Please provide me specific information, including name and citation, 
regarding the bill and additional language you reference in your 
email.  Without full information, it is difficult to respond to your email seeking 
clarity.   I also encourage you to submit your inquiry to the Department of 
Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs as they were the federal agency mentioned 
in your email. 
  
Thanks and I look forward to receiving the requested information.  

Marilyn Kennerson 

First she says thank you to Betty Jo for ‘sharing your perspective at the meeting on 
Wednesday’… does Kennerson not know the difference between an opinion and the 
bare knuckle facts presented to her? These were not ‘views’, these were facts.  Her 
attempt to diminish the value of what was presented to her and the others is, in my 
book, insulting and disrespectful on several levels.  

She then claims to not understand what Betty Jo is asking and asks her to give her 
more details ‘for clarity’…  

I guess she totally missed the quoted part and the crystal clarity of the 
straightforward question.   
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She also directs Betty Jo that she (Kennerson) will be the point person for Betty Jo 
to contact on this matter… and in the next paragraph tells her that she should direct 
her inquiries to these other Federal Agencies. (Make up your mind, Kennerson. Are 
you the “point of contact”? or Do you have no way of sharing information with other 
Federal Agencies? It can’t be both.  

Not that it matters. Betty Jo Krenz is not employed by the ACF or any other Federal 
Agency and she is free to contact anyone she feels like contacting.  

Betty Jo Krenz is above all, straight forward.  She does not beat around the bush 
and she does not couch her questions or answers in vagueness or colorful 
gibberish.  

Apparently, Ms. Kennerson is not able to read or comprehend. I will suggest to Mrs. 
Krenz that she send her further emails to her written in comic sans and with several 
key misspellings so that Kennerson will feel right at home.  

Falling From The Sky 

Maybe if the children who are being raped daily, nightly, hourly, were instead falling 
from the sky, maybe, just maybe there would be no way to hide all of this under the 
bureaucratic double-talk, and willful blindness would not pass even casual 
inspection, and the public at large would be alarmed more and more, and we could 
force our government to actually investigate the crimes against these children.  

Presently, even Timothy Purdon, the USAG in North Dakota, has ignored hundreds 
upon hundreds of reports of child rapes and ongoing rapes of children on Spirit Lake 
Rez.  He has only investigated one, and that’s because the perpetrator was not from 
the rez.  He has refused to investigate a single Mandated Report. He has lied and 
said they were all investigated (without interviewing a single  Mandated Reporter?) 
and he called those who filed the reports as liars and their reports as false.  And 
then Baby Laurynn was horrifically murdered.  And again, when the house of horrors 
in Grand Forks was revealed, they too had been in those mandated reports that he 
claims to have investigated.  Either he is lying or he is so incompetent he can’t even 
tie his own shoes, or he is corrupt. I’m running out of options that suit him.  

These children are not ‘falling through the cracks.’  No one is fixing this system. The 
same broken theories that wrecked it to begin with are still steering it off the cliff.  
Picture these children as falling from the skies…. Can you see them yet? Is it 
alarming yet? Is it time we demand that this entire system be investigated, top to 
bottom and the corruption and incompetence rooted out? Or shall we wait for the 
next horror story ‘to come out of nowhere’, ‘fall out of the sky’?  

You know where to find me.  

~Cat 

 


